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Task Force on Nursing Practice [MDCH - TFNP] 
Overview

Rationale
The health and safety of Michigan residents require that nursing standards, nursing education, and appropriate nursing practice be modernized to meet current needs. The Nursing Agenda for Michigan includes action steps to address the nursing shortage and strengthen the nursing profession through changes in nursing education and credentials, enhanced standards of practice, and appropriate regulation. Michigan must maintain high quality health care and increase respect for professional nurses while increasing the nursing workforce. In the light of health care reform, the modernization of nursing practice is both timely and essential to assure that nurses may address the healthcare needs of Michigan’s people. [See: The Nursing Agenda for Michigan, 2006; Final Report of the MDCH Task Force on Nursing Regulation, 2007; and Final Report of the MDCH Task Force on Nursing Education, 2009.]
Task Force on Nursing Practice
· Establish a Task Force on Nursing Practice (TFNP) composed of representatives of nursing practice at all licensure levels (Licensed Practical Nurse, Registered Nurse, and Advanced Practice Nurse) and all practice settings (hospitals, community-based care, and home-based care) nursing education programs, employers of nurses, plus representatives from the Michigan State Board of Nursing and other stakeholders.
· Charge the TFNP to make recommendations to the Director of MDCH regarding needed changes in statutes, rules, and policies in order to modernize the practice of nursing and the practice environment for nurses in Michigan, thereby protecting the health and safety of Michigan residents.

· Activities:  TFNP shall:  engage in appropriate information gathering; inform decision-making through consultation with national experts and organizations; refer to national standards and acknowledged best practices for nursing practice and the practice environment for nurses; conduct deliberations; and promulgate recommendations to address the issues.

1. Review and recommend improvements to nursing practice and practice environments, with emphasis on high-quality patient-centered care, evidence-based care, inter-professional teams, preventive care, healthcare reform, and relevant national reports and models; include issues referred to the TFNP by the 2007 Michigan Task Force on Nursing Regulation and the 2008/9 Michigan Task Force on Nursing Education, identify additional nursing practice issues as appropriate; and recommend related changes in uniform nursing credentials and conditions of practice.

2. Identify changes needed in the Public Health Code and related rules and regulations, plus nursing standards, nursing education, and nursing credentials, to implement the recommendations made. Recommend these changes to the Director of the Michigan Department of Community Health; and support the realization and implementation of the recommended changes.
3. Recommend and support education of employers, nurses, other health professionals, student nurses, faculty, and the public on regulatory changes in nursing practice, credentials, and standards.
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